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Commander’s Report
Hello Post 385 Legionnaires,
I would like to take this opportunity to make you aware of one
of our projects we’ve been working on… As you may or may
not be aware our Historian works for the United State Post
Office, late October I received a call from her telling me about
how the Post Office was discontinuing the Calling Card
program for Military Service men and women. I was outraged
when I found this out but knowing that you can not fight the
Post Office, Diana and I set out on a journey to see how we
(our American Legion Post) could pickup this program and
take over were USPS had left off.
After countless phone calls to AT&T we have finally gotten a
hold of the Vice President for Calling Card Programs, we are
currently working on getting our own American Legion
Prepaid Calling Card and will be getting them at the same
rates as the VFW and USO Prepaid Calling Card Programs.
Currently we are awaiting AT&T to send us a mockup of what
our (American Legion) card will look like.
We will keep you posted on our progress in further issues.
Holiday Season Safety Tips:
Decorations:
Wear gloves while decorating with spun glass “angel hair.” It
can irritate your eyes and skin. A common substitute is
nonflammable cotton. Both angel hair and cotton snow are
flame retardant when used alone. However, if artificial snow
is sprayed onto them, the dried combination will burn rapidly.
When spraying artificial snow on windows or other surfaces,
be sure to follow directions carefully. These sprays can irritate
your lungs if you inhale them.
Fireplaces:
You should not try to burn evergreens or wreaths in the
fireplace or in a wood stove to dispose of them. They are
likely to flare out of control and send flames and smoke into
the room. Also, do not burn wrapping paper in the fireplace
because it often contains metallic materials which can be
toxic if burned.
Candles:
Never use lighted candles near trees, boughs, curtains/drapes,
or with any potentially flammable item.
Toys and Gifts:
Be especially careful when you choose toys for infants or
small children. Be sure anything you give them is too big to
get caught in the throat, nose or ears. Avoid toys with small
parts that can be pulled or broken off. If you are giving toys to
several children in one family, consider their age differences
and the chances that younger children will want to play with
older kids’ toys.
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Older adults:
Select gifts for older adults that are not heavy or awkward to
handle. For persons with arthritis, make sure the gift does not
require assembly and can be easily opened and closed.
Choose books with large type for anyone with vision
impairment.
Plants:
Small children may think that holiday plants look good
enough to eat. But many plants can cause severe stomach
problems. Plants to watch out for include: mistletoe, holly
berries, Jerusalem cherry, and amaryllis. Keep all of these
plants out of children’s reach.
Food and Cooking:
The holidays often mean preparing large meals for family and
friends. Wash hands, utensils, sink, and anything else that has
come in contact with raw poultry. Keep in mind that a stuffed
bird takes longer to cook. For questions concerning holiday
turkey preparation and cooking call the USDA Meat and
Poultry Hotline at 1-800-535-4555. Refrigerate or freeze
leftovers in covered shallow containers (less than two inches
deep) within two hours after cooking. Date the leftovers for
future use.
Alcohol, Parties and Driving:
Being a smart party host or guest should include being
sensible about alcoholic drinks. More than half of all traffic
fatalities are alcohol-related. Use designated drivers, people
who do not drink, to drive other guests home after a holiday
party.
Stress:
The holiday season is one of the most stressful times of the
year. You can’t avoid stress completely, but you can give
yourself some relief. Allow enough time to shop rather than
hurry through stores and parking lots. Only plan to do a
reasonable number of errands. When shopping, make several
trips out to the car to drop off packages rather than trying to
carry too many items. Take time out for yourself. Relax, read,
or enjoy your favorite hobby at your own pace.
continued on page 3 2nd column

OUR MEETINGS FOR THE NEXT 4 MONTH:
JANUARY 2nd 2007
FEBRUARY 6th 2007
MARCH 6th 2007
APRIL 3rd 2007
Our Post meets on the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm

at the Pembroke Falls Aquatic Center
Please check our website for the map or call me for
information on each months meeting.
954-441-8735 or 954-559-3202.
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House Clears Cost-of-Living Bill for
Disabled Veterans
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The House passed its cost-of-living increase bill (H.R. 1220)
earlier this year, but passage of the Senate bill allows
Congress to clear the bill without a conference.

A committee of Senators and members of the U.S. House of

“This is one of the more important pieces of legislation the

Representatives must now hammer out a compromise bill –

Veterans’ Affairs Committee brings to the floor each year,”

which itself must pass both Houses of Congress.

said House Veterans’ Affairs Chairman Steve Buyer, R-IN
According to the Senate committee, the increase is expected

CQ TODAY
Sept. 29, 2006 By Patrick Yoest, CQ Staff

to be 2.9 percent, which a Senate statement said would bring
the total cost of the increase to approximately $700 million.
The exact percentage, based on the Consumer Price Index,
will be calculated in the next few weeks. In June, the

The House cleared a routine cost-of-living increase for
disabled veterans early Saturday by voice vote, sending the

Congressional Budget Office estimated the bill would cost
$530 million to enact in fiscal 2007. That estimate, however,

bill to the president. The bill (S. 2562), sponsored by Larry E.

assumes an increase of only 2.2 percent. Congress has enacted

Craig, R-ID, chairman of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs

the cost-of-living bill every year since 1976. The increase will

Committee, and ranking Democrat Daniel K. Akaka of

take effect December 1. “The regularity of Congress’ action

Hawaii, applies to veterans’ disability benefits, and to

on COLA legislation underscores its importance. Without it,

dependency and indemnity compensation for veterans’

inflation would erode the purchasing power of millions of

families. The Senate passed the bill Sept. 21.

beneficiaries,” Craig said.

PAGE 3

AMERICAN LEGION POST 385 SOUTHWEST BROWARD COMMUNIQUE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
The American Legion: Congress worked late to do “the right
thing”
WASHINGTON, D.C. (Dec. 12, 2006) -- The American
Legion National Commander Paul A. Morin today praised
lawmakers for passing S. 3421, the $3.2 billion Veterans
Benefits, Health Care and Information Technology
Improvement Act of 2006, in the waning hours of the 109th
Congress. ”Members from both the Senate and House
Veterans Affairs Committees cut through their differences
and worked long into the final night of the session to do the
right thing,” Morin said. “They passed legislation that touches
the lives of veterans in dozens of concrete ways, particularly
in the area of health care.”
The multi-faceted measure accelerates funding for many VA
health-care needs, including:
* Long overdue construction projects in under-served urban
areas,
* More clinicians to treat post-traumatic stress disorder and
other conditions,
* Improved compensation for state veterans homes, and
* The establishment of a VA Office of Rural Care.
Other provisions of the wide-reaching bill include:
* Funding to improve VA data security in response to last
spring’s laptop computer theft that put at risk the personal
records of millions of veterans and their families,
* Authority for veterans to hire attorneys to represent them in
VA claims disagreements,
* Education funds for the children and spouses of wounded
service personnel, and
* Improved opportunities for veteran-owned businesses.
”The Veterans Benefits Improvement Act of 2006 has many
important features, but foremost it represents a long stride
toward catching up with overdue VA construction projects
identified in the Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced
Services (CARES) process, including money to complete
sorely needed and partially funded hospital projects in cities
like Las Vegas, Orlando and Denver,” Morin said. “It also
authorizes a major boost - more than $600 million - to restore
VA’s presence along the hurricane-devastated Gulf Coast. By
working into the night and passing this measure, lawmakers
will take a year or more off the time it takes to open many of
these facilities. Veterans need these hospitals
now, so time is of the essence.”
The bill includes funding for more than two-dozen VA
health-care facility construction projects across the country.
Morin expressed concern over some aspects of the measure,
including allowing veterans to choose to hire an attorney to
represent them in arguing VA claim disputes. He said The
American Legion will closely monitor this aspect of the bill,
to make sure veterans are properly represented and protected
from exploitation.
Morin noted that the 109th Congress ended without passage
of a final VA budget for Fiscal Year 2007, leaving health-care
facilities to operate under a continuing resolution based on the
2006 budget at least until Feb. 15. “The inability to finalize a
budget leaves VA administrators across America unable to
lay out their plans for the year, including hiring new doctors
and nurses,” Morin said. “The 110th Congress will have to hit
the ground running in January. A spirit of collaboration was
demonstrated by the passage of the Veterans Benefits
Improvement Act of 2006. That same spirit can guide the new
leadership in the House and Senate Veterans Affairs
Committees.”
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Supporting Veterans
License Plates Support Florida Veterans’
Homes
Your purchase of the “Florida Salutes Veterans” or one of
the recently approved Army, Navy, Air Force or Coast Guard
Military Service license plates helps people who need it most,
when they need it most. The entire $15 surcharge goes into a
Trust Fund for the Operation and Maintenance of critically
needed Veterans’ Homes in Florida. A portion of the Marine
Corps License Plate also supports the State Veterans’ Homes
Program.

Headstones and Markers
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) furnishes upon
request, at no charge to the applicant, a government headstone
or marker for the grave of any deceased eligible veteran in any
cemetery around the world. For all deaths occurring before
September 11, 2001, the VA may provide a headstone or
marker only for graves that are not marked with a private
headstone.
Spouses and dependents buried in a private cemetery are not
eligible for a government-provided headstone or marker.
Flat markers in granite, marble, and bronze and upright
headstones in granite and marble are available. The style
chosen must be consistent with existing monuments at the
place of burial. Niche markers are also available to mark
columbaria used for inurnment of cremated remains.
continued from page 1

Holiday Shopping Safety Tips
Take Extra Precaution:
Shopping during the holiday season can present unique
danger. Taking a few prevention measurers can help keep
your holiday season joyous.
The holiday season is a time when busy people can become
careless and vulnerable to theft and other holiday crime.
Hopefully this can help you be more careful, prepared and
aware during the holiday season.
Shop during daylight hours whenever possible. If you must
shop at night, go with a friend or family member.
Dress casually and comfortably.
Avoid wearing expensive jewelry.
Do not carry a purse or wallet, if possible.
Always carry your Driver License or Identification Card along
with necessary cash, checks and/or a credit card you expect to
use.
Even though you are rushed and thinking about a thousand
things, stay alert to your surroundings.
Avoid carrying large amounts of cash.
Pay for purchases with a check or credit card when possible.
Keep cash in your front pocket.
Notify the credit card issuer immediately if your credit card is
lost, stolen or misused.
Keep a record of all of your credit card numbers in a safe
place at home.
Be extra careful if you do carry a wallet or purse. They are the
prime targets of criminals in crowded shopping areas,
transportation terminals, bus stops, on buses and other rapid
transit.
Avoid overloading yourself with packages. It is important to
have clear visibility and freedom of motion to avoid mishaps.
Beware of strangers approaching you for any reason. At this
time of year, “con-artists” may try various methods of
distracting you with the intention of taking your money or
belongings.
In closing I would like to wish all a Very Safe and Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Roy Schofield, Commander Post 385
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New Disabled Senior Veteran Tax Break

Service Officer’s Report

As part of the November 2006 elections, the voters
of Florida approved an amendment to the state
constitution that gave some veterans a major
reduction in their property taxes. Effective 7
December 2006, combat disabled veterans aged 65
and older who entered military service from Florida
are entitled to a discount on their property taxes
equal to the percent they are disabled.

Replacing Lost Records
The Report of Separation or DD214 is the
official military discharge paper required for most
veteran benefits, including: a home loan; health
care at a VA clinic or hospital; low-cost
prescription drugs through the VA; and burial at a
veteran’s cemetery.

State law already gives a 100 percent property tax
break to 100 percent service-connected disabled
veterans and $5000 exemption to those disabled
more than 10 percent. Another amendment the
voters approved potentially increased tax breaks for
all low income seniors, but unlike the veterans
beak, it must be approved and implemented by each
local taxing jurisdiction to take effect. Broward
County voters also showed their support for
portability of the Save Our Homes Homestead Act
tax exemptions by 77 to 23 percent - but that was a
non-binding initiative that will require legislative
action or another statewide constitutional
amendment initiative to actually take effect.
The new veterans amendment is a major benefit for
those who qualify. As stated above, the amendment
is effective 7 Dec 06 but applies to the 2007 tax
rolls with the tax break showing up in the fall of
2007 tax bills. Implementation guidance is still
being finalized but the deadline to apply for the
disabled veteran tax break is apparently 1 March
2007. Submission is to the County Property
Appraiser’s Office and will have to include U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs documentation of
combat related disability. Also required will be
proof of Florida residence at time veteran entered
military service.
I have compiled this information from a variety of
sources to help all veterans understand this
amendment and benefit from those tax breaks they
qualify for. I am happy to assist anyone with
questions, subject to the caveat that I am a realtor
and retired Army officer, not a tax lawyer or
implementing government official. For Broward
County Property Appraiser’s Office (Lorri Parrish
and her team) go to their website at www.bcpa.net
or call 954-357-6830. For Miami-Dade go to
miamidade.gov/pa/ or call 305-375-4125.

The best way to request a copy of records
is to fill out a Standard Form SF-180. To get this
form electronically, go to . If you file
electronically you must mail or fax the signature
verification form provided on-line within 20 days.
If you are unable to file electronically, you
can request a copy of SF-180 by calling
301-837-0990 from a fax machine and follow their
instructions.
Another way to get a copy of Form SF-180
is to ask any Service Officer, County Veterans
Service office, or VA health center.
To complete the Form SF-180 you will
need the following information:
Your Service number or social security number
Branch of service, Dates of service
Birthplace and date.
Millions of Army and Air Force records were
destroyed in a fire back in the early 1970’s,
primarily from WWII, Korean War and some
Vietnam War. These veterans also might need to
provide:
Place of discharge, Last unit of assignment,
Place of entry into the service.
Important documents that may be needed to
support a VA disability claim:
++ DD Form 214 (Issued at the time of separation)
++ Service Medical Records (Outpatient), dental
records, entrance and separation examination
reports
++ Inpatient Hospitalization Records (private or
military)
++ Private Outpatient Medical Records (if
applicable)
++ Personnel File
++ Line of Duty (LOD) investigation reports
++ Overseas or Temporary Duty (Travel) Orders

“Lest we forget”
COL David R. McDonald, Jr. (USA, ret), The
McDonald
Team,
RE/MAX
Classic,
954-632-9105, www.southcomhomes.com.

Peter Moore
Post 385 Service Officer
954-349-2097 (please no calls after 8:30pm M-F)
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January February March Birthdays

Post 385 members at the City of Pembroke Pines
Veteran’s Day picnic. From left to right: David
McDonald, 9th District Vice Commander Billy
Gameyel, Joe Motes, Diane Calfee, Bob Nagle,
Carol Fraser and Armando Lopez.

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
by Bob Nagle

NEW SOUTH FLORIDA VETERANS CEMETERY
The new national veterans’ cemetery west of Boynton
Beach will be opening in the Spring of 2007. For families
of already deceased veterans there is an opportunity to get
a gravesite.
Families who want their already deceased relatives to be
buried in the new South Florida National Cemetery
should call 561-422-2318 to be placed on a waiting list;
you will also receive the required paperwork.
The cemetery will accept cremated remains in the family’s
possession, or remains interred in a coffin or niche in
another cemetery. The family must pay all costs of
relocating remains to South Florida.
The surviving spouse or next of kin, as well as all
surviving adult children, must agree in writing to a
relocation.
Honorably discharged veterans, their spouses and their
dependent children can be buried in a national cemetery.
This is true even if the spouse dies before the veteran.
Living veterans cannot reserve gravesites or
columbarium niches in advance. Arrangements are made
at death by funeral directors.
Veterans’ burial benefits include a gravesite, flag,
headstone, and opening and closing of the grave.
For general information on burial benefits, go to or call
1-800-827-1000.

James R. Cahill
William J. Wentz
Vincent W. Shevlin
Arthurs S. Aiss
Joseph J. Micolo
Hector Vazquez
John J. Cason Sr
Warren A. Walton
Vincent D. Mancusi Jr
Otis S. Stigler
Robert J. Dolin
Richard L. Nowicki
William Martz
William Seaward
William Harrison
William Spiekerman
David Pritchard
Carl Fogelgren
Robert E. Cooper
Robert W. Sova
Merwyn E. Levin
John R. Johnson
Daniel Lemovitz
Dr. John B. Franz
Jeffrey R. Kulp
Edgar V. Ottier
Walter Meshaka
Helene Dumais
Col. Cesar Rosa RET
Victor Garcia-Rosado
William Ramirez
Joseph Kalouf
Ernst Jean-Loiuis
Frank Denaro
Kenneth Braidman
Bobby Williams
Lissett Colon
Andrew Akyaz
Thomas Taylor
Steven I. Novak
James W. Coyle
Aaron Neal
Bertram Rieger
Jessie E. Stacy

01/03
01/07
01/08
01/09
01/10
01/11
01/13
01/13
01/16
01/18
01/19
01/19
01/30
02/02
02/04
02/07
02/08
02/09
02/09
02/14
02/14
02/17
02/17
02/18
02/18
02/19
02/21
02/21
02/25
02/25
02/26
03/01
03/03
03/06
03/09
03/10
03/11
03/11
03/13
03/19
03/26
03/26
03/31
03/31
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Alexander Nininger Veteran’s Home Christmas picnic held on December 2, 2007 with Department
Comander George Wehrli in attendance.

Attending members at the picnic (left to right), Roy Schofield, Department Commander George
Wehrli, Carol Fraser, in wheelchair John Franz, behind is Alberto Darby and his wife Amparo
Darby, District Commander Paul Renneisen, Diane Calfee and Joe Motes.

Who says our Commander Roy Schofield does
not work? Here he is rolling beverages to our
Vets at the Nininger Veterans Home.

Post Commanders Roy Schofield and Kevin
Lounsberry (r) with District Commander Paul
Renneisen (2nd from left) serving our veterans.
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Updated Florida Veterans’ Benefits
Guide Now Available Online
The Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs has just
published its 2006 Florida Veterans’ Benefits Guide.
You can access a printable version of the booklet online
by clicking .

Filing for Homestead Tax Exemption Under the
New Amendment 7?
FDVA Suggests Documents You’ll Need
On Nov. 7, the voters of Florida approved a change to
the State Constitution amending Section 6 of Article
VII. What has become commonly known as
Amendment 7 provides an additional discount in ad
valorem taxes for certain partially (10 - 90 percent)
disabled veterans. After receiving numerous questions
regarding the implementation of Amendment 7, the
Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs (FDVA)
recommends the following guidance to determine
eligibility.
According to the Amendment, the requirements for the
discount are:
1) Proof of age 65 years or older;
2) Proof of Florida residency at the time of entering
military service;
3) Official letter from the United States Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) stating the percentage of the
veteran’s service-connected disability;
4) Evidence that reasonably identifies a combat-related
disability; and
5) Documentation of the veteran’s honorable discharge.
Veterans discharged after Jan. 1, 1950, should be able to
provide two documents which would qualify them in
most cases. These documents are:
1) DD Form 214 - Certificate of Release or Discharge
From Active Duty
Will satisfy the following requirements above: #1 (Date
of Birth), #2 (Home of Record at Time of Entry), and #5
(Character of Service). Additionally, #4 may be satisfied
if the applicant was awarded the Purple Heart for
combat wound(s).
2) Disability Rating Letter from VA
Will satisfy requirement #3 (Rating Decision), and may
satisfy requirement #4 (under the headings of Evidence,
Reasons for Decision, and/or Associated Claims).
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These two documents alone should qualify most
applicants; however, there may be other documents
which could support the applicant. Veterans discharged
prior to 1950 may present different discharge
documents. Other veterans may be in the process of
requesting a copy of their DD-214 and may not have
received it by March 1. In such cases,
government-issued identification cards, other proof of
Florida residency at time of military entry (i.e. high
school diploma dated close to military orders), an
honorable discharge certificate, or other documents may
assist in determining eligibility.
In cases where the Disability Rating Letter from the VA
does not satisfy requirement #4 regarding reasonable
evidence of a combat disability, other documents such
as award citations (i.e. Purple Heart for combat
wound(s), other citations mentioning a combat injury),
documentation from the Department of Defense for
Combat Related Special Compensation (for retirees), or
other military documentation may be useful for tax
offices to consider.
FDVA and county veteran service officers are available
to respond to inquiries regarding this Amendment and
eligibility for this new benefit for Florida’s veterans.
The FDVA point of contact is Ed Ortiz, Benefits and
Assistance Executive Assistant, at (727) 319-7427 or
OrtizE@fdva.state.fl.us.

Adjutant’s Report
My Fellow Legionnaires,
As we finish this year, our Post has come a long way in
18 months. We were invited to appear at the Weston
City Commissioners Meeting for a presentation about
our new Post; we attended the Pembroke Pines Veterans
Day Picnic were we displayed our new Post flag, and we
are currently at 193 members and still growing.
At our last meeting we voted on renaming our Post in
honor of Adam Cann (USMC) and Nathan Bruckenthal
(USCG), both whom lost their lives in Iraq in the past
year and both were from Broward County.
Finally, there are still 24 members who have not paid
their 2007 dues and now as of 15th of December, the
dues are officially $30 due to National’s increase.
I wish each and every one of you and your families
Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and a Happy New
Year.
Joe Motes, Adjutant, Post 385
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American Legion Post 385 SW Broward
2133 NW 208 Terrace
Pembroke PInes FL 33029-2320

FIRST CLASS MAIL

2006 - 2007 Post 385 Officers
COMMANDER - ROY SCHOFIELD
2900 SW 155 LANE
DAVIE FL 33331-1516
954-914-5647
1ST VICE COMMANDER - JOE MORA
19239 NW 22 STREET
PEMBROKE PINES FL 33029-4607
954-430-9888
2ND VICE COMMANDER - DONALD FULTON
16381 NW 11 STREET
PEMBROKE PINES FL 33028-1121
954-433-9065
ADJUTANT & FINANCE OFFICER - JOSEPH MOTES
2133 NW 208 TERR
PEMBROKE PINES FL 33029-2320
954-441-8735
joemotes@aol.com
SERVICE OFFICER - PETER MOORE
358 LAKE CREST COURT
WESTON FL 33326-3524
954-349-2097
SGT-AT-ARMS - JACQUES LAGAS
18444 NW 9 CT
PEMBROKE PINES FL 33029-3606
954-442-6642
CHAPLIN - ROBERT NAGLE
17051 NW 17 STREET
PEMBROKE PINES FL 33028-1353
954-432-2440
HISTORIAN - DIANE CALFEE
940 NW 92 AVE
PEMBROKE PINES FL 33024-4537
954-431-6791
LEGISLATURE OFFICER - OTIS STIGLER
14161 SW 22 PLACE
DAVIE FL 33325-5400
954-473-9101
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